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Sola Scriptura: Scripture Alone
The Five Solas

This week we are beginning our countdown to the 500th anniversary of the
Protestant Reformation by remembering the five great doctrines that build the
framework of protestant theology; the five solas or the five “alones.” The first is
sola scriptura, or Scripture Alone. Here is a brief description of this doctrine
written by John MacArthur.

The Reformation principle of sola Scriptura has to do with the sufficiency of
Scripture as our supreme authority in all spiritual matters. Sola Scriptura simply
means that all truth necessary for our salvation and spiritual life is taught either
explicitly or implicitly in Scripture. It is not a claim that all truth of every kind is
found in Scripture. The most ardent defender of sola Scriptura will concede, for
example, that Scripture has little or nothing to say about DNA structures,
microbiology, the rules of Chinese grammar, or rocket science. This or that
“scientific truth,” for example, may or may not be actually true, whether or not it
can be supported by Scripture—but Scripture is a “more sure Word,” standing
above all other truth in its authority and certainty. It is “more sure,” according to
the apostle Peter, than the data we gather firsthand through our senses (2 Peter
1:19). Therefore, Scripture is the highest and supreme authority on any matter on
which it speaks.

But there are many important questions on which Scripture is silent. Sola
Scriptura makes no claim to the contrary. Nor does sola Scriptura claim that
everything Jesus or the apostles ever taught is preserved in Scripture. It only
means that everything necessary, everything binding on our consciences, and
everything God requires of us is given to us in Scripture (2 Peter 1:3).

Furthermore, we are forbidden to add to or take away from Scripture (cf. Deut.
4:2; 12:32; Rev. 22:18-19). To add to it is to lay on people a burden that God
Himself does not intend for them to bear (cf. Matt. 23:4).

Scripture is therefore the perfect and only standard of spiritual truth, revealing
infallibly all that we must believe in order to be saved and all that we must do in
order to glorify God. That—no more, no less—is what sola Scriptura means.

~ John MacArthur

Our Baptist forefathers explained sola scriptura this way:

The whole counsel of God concerning all things necessary for his owf

glory, man's salvation, faith and life, is either expressly set down or

necessarily contained in the Holy Scripture: unto which nothing at any
time is to be added, whether by new revelation of the Spirit, or traditigns

of men.
Baptist Confession of 1688 (Second London Confession)
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(8 If you’ve been keeping up with my articles the
"' past couple weeks, I have been trying to
encourage our church to consider some
questions. The answer to these questions can
tell you a lot about the health of our church. And how we respond to these
questions will determine the future of our church. First we asked, “Where are
we going?” We tried to determine what the goal of Beck’s Baptist Church is.
Next we asked, “Are we moving anywhere?” We tried to evaluate whether
the things we accomplish here at Beck’s are pushing us towards that goal.
Today I want to ask, “Are we working together?”

I’'m a big fan of children’s movies. If Disney/Pixar makes the
movie, then I have most likely seen it. And yes, as an adult, I will frequently
watch children’s movies even if there are no children present. Don’t judge
me. One movie that came out several years back was Finding Nemo The
premise was that a young clown fish, Nemo, goes missing and his father,
Marlin, tries to find him. At the end of the movie there is a scene where
hundreds of fish, including Nemo and Marlin’s friend, Dory, have been
caught in a fishing net that is slowly being reeled in. The fish are scared and
confused and every fish is just wiggling and writhing in different directions.
Fortunately, Nemo manages to convince all of the fish to work together and
swim down in the same direction. They do and their efforts manage to break
the fishing net loose and all of the fish are freed.

When the fish lacked unity they each tried to go in their own
direction. They accomplished nothing and would eventually have been
caught. But when they had the same goal (swimming down) and they were
all moving in that direction, they managed to work together and free
themselves. I think churches can be a lot like those fish in the net. Hundreds
of different minds each with their own goal and their own direction. As such,
nobody ends up working together and nothing gets accomplished.
Meanwhile, Satan desires to destroy churches and he preys upon their
confusion. Like the fisherman, his net is slowing being reeled in. He has
successfully killed thousands of churches and he is looking for his next haul.
The church that has a common goal and is moving towards that goal is a
church that is unified. Satan will not capture this church.

Paul says in 1 Corinthians 1:10, “I appeal to you brothers, by the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree, and that there be no
divisions among you, but that you be united in the same mind and the same
judgment.” If Paul were writing a letter to Beck’s Baptist Church today, 1
suspect he would put this same exact verse in. When everyone has their own
separate goals, the church is in confusion, but with a united goal and a united
movement towards that goal, God uses us as an unstoppable force to
accomplish his will. The trick is, the church can only have one goal. This
means that lots of people have to give up their goals, even if they are noble
and godly goals, for the sake of agreeing on one Christ-centered,
missions-minded goal. It’s a difficult step to take, but the resulting unity is
priceless.

While the requirements for unity may at first glance seem
restricting, it actually sets all of the fish free. In Christ,
Shane
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¢ JourneyWednesday nights from 6:30-7:45 in the Gym
7 SND - Sunday Night Discipleship - 5:30pm in the Gym

q Also, September will be Service Saturday SeptemBédtach Saturday
morning from 9-11 we will be completing a small service project for
our church and community.
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CH]LDhm-,;,S Lessons on Humility
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Serving. Humble people are on the lookout for ways to
serve and assist others. They are the first to volunteer for
jobs no one else wants. In the area of service, of course, the
humble husband will especially serve his wife (Galatians
5:13).

A quickness in admitting when you are wrong. Humble
people have no problem with saying, “I was wrong. You
are right. Thank you for telling me.” (Proverbs 29:23).

A quickness in granting and asking for forgiveness.
Humble people are eager to forgive because they know
how much they have been forgiven. They have no trouble
asking for forgiveness because they want to be
peacemakers (Colossians 3:12-14).

Repenting of sin as a way of life. A humble person asks
God daily for forgiveness and works toward real change
(1 John 1:9; 1 Timothy 4:7-9).

Minimizing others’ sins or shortcomings in comparison to
your own. A humble person thinks about his own sin more
often than another’s sin. He also sees his own sin as more
important to deal with than the sin of others
(Matthew 7:3-4).

Being genuinely glad for others. Humble people rejoice
with others when good things happen because they are
aware that God has blessed them immeasurable and they
trust God for what they do not have (Romans 12:15)

Being honest and open about who they are and the areas in
which they need growth. Humble people are open and
honest about their growth in the Lord. They ask for help
and accountability in the repentance process, knowing they
need their brothers and sisters (Philippians 3:12-14;
Galatians 6:2).

Possessing close relationships. Humble people have friends
and loved ones because they are friendly and love others
(Acts 20:31-38).

This concludes my notes on humility. Again these notes on
humility come from Stuart Scott’s “The Exemplary
Husband.” T hope these last few messages have been both
challenging and edifying for you as we all seek to be more
Christ-like in our daily lives. Blessings, Adam

ALL CHI LDRENO® S
ACTIVITIES
Wednesdays @ 6:15pm

bring an extra shirt and
plan to get wet!

¥ Because Kids Mattef 10 b
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Thank you to my Church Family for
the prayers. Please continue to pray as
I have more treatments. A special
thanks to Dr. Karl for all his visits in
the hospital and calls at home.

Karen Smith

Thank you so much for all of your support during
the days following the death of my son, Keith
Bowen. I could not have continued without your
care and support. Blessings, Robin Shelton
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Bapti st M
Breakfast

Sunday, October 1, 2017
@ _8:30am
Derrick Hinson, Guest
Speaker
We will be collecting money for the
2017 Appalachian Christmas Out-
reach. Sign up sheets will be in the
vestibule or call the Church Office.
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Friendly Reminder The
Beck and Call is alway
available online. Previou
publications, articles by
all of our ministers ang

~audio of the Sunday
/—‘\_ morning sermons arg
available as well. Chedk

us out at:

Whsine

www.becksbaptist.org
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Our very own, Lanny Ross Cookwill

be inducted into the Mount Tabor High
School Hall of Fame on Thurs, Sept
21st. You and your family are invited
to his "Public Induction Ceremony" on
Friday night, Sept. 22nd @ 7:15 pm,
prior to the Homecoming Game at
Mt. Tabor High School!!

Eo thic auremendrance of nec.
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Shut-l n s

Supper Saturday,
Sept. 16th Please

be at the church at

9:30am. Everyone

is invited to join in this ministry!

‘@)' BY BETH
MOORE
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The Quest 8 An Excursion
Toward Intimacy with God

The Quest is an excursion toward
intimacy with God. In this six-week
excursion with Jesus, Beth Moore uses
questions from Scripture to lead you into
MNinOm&y with the One who knows you
best. Learn to dig into the Word, to
respond to the questions of God, and to
bring your questions before Him. Let the
crooked punctuation mark be the map that
points you into a closer relationship with
the Father.

We will begin on Monday, September 2
in the Upper Fellowship Hall at 10:00 a.m.
and 6:00 p.m. thru Nov. 6. The weeks we
will be meeting are: September 2p,
October 2, October 16, October 3
October 30 and November. @he study
books will be $10.00.

First Aid / CPR / AED Classwill be
I offered here at the church in the
Upper Fellowship Hall on Saturday,
November 4™ from 9:00 a.m. until
1:00 p.m. There will be 2 DVD’s
along with hands on for First Aid skills and
hands on with mannequins for CPR/AED
skills. There is a maximum of 16 participant
limit for this class and a minimum of 10. If a
second class is warranted we will schedule
another class. The registration deadline is
October 20™ and you will need to pay $25.00
to cover the cost of your Heartsaver Student
book. They will be delivered to the church
on October 27", This will give you time to
look over the course material before class on
Saturday, November 4" Alice Everhart is an
Emergency Medical Technician thru the State
of NC and an instructor for American Heart
Association thru Davidson County
Community College. You will be given a
card with a HeartSaver certification in First
Aid/CPR/AED that is good for 2 years upon
completion of the course. If you have any
questions feel free to call at Alice Everhart
(EMT, AHAI) -336-816-3240. Please call the
church office (336-924-2178) or Elaine
Poindexter (336-924-9988) to sign up for this
class sponsored by the Beck’s Baptist Church
Discipleship Ministry.

Llor doés
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"If God is for us, who

can be against us?"
- Romans 8:31

OUR CHURCH IS MISSING THE
FOLLOWING ITEMS: If you have moved or
borrowed the 7 small blue chairsin the Lower
Fellowship Hall please return them ASAP as they
are needed for our daycare children for lunch and
snack times. (The number has increased!?) Thank
you!

If you have borrowed or moved white table cloths
from the church please return them to the church
office or a member of the Fellowship Committee
ASAP! Thank you! Fellowship Committee

If you have borrowed or moved the BLUE RUG
at the bottom of the steps of the fellowship hall
stairway, please return it ASAP! This is a rented
rug and we will be charged for it unless it is
returned!

Singl edbs 4t hwil benad
K&W Cafeteria, Hanes Mill Road, Sun.,
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News

Sept. 24th immediately after church.

WM News
Updates!

» |On- going Project

op |[Remember Beck
ANTRY pantry.  Items __needed:
Canned meats (No _Salmon,
please) and Corn are
especially needed! Peanut

butter, jelly, canned fruit,
spaghetti sauce, pop tarts,
boxed cereal, toilet paper
and paper towels. ANY and ALL
items greatly appreciated!

Pilot Mountain _Qutreach Center
(PMOCQC) is in need of the following
items: paper towels, toilet tissue,
laundry detergent, SHAMPOO and dish
detergent.

September Mission Project : Baptist
Toy Store : $10-$30 gifts for boys and
girls from birth - 8th grade or monetary
donations for the PMBA to purchase
gifts for Christmas. Make checks
payable to: PMBA Toy Store.

fy
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** DEADLINES ** Beck & Call:

Monday by 12 Noon, in writing .
Bulletin: Thursday by 12:00 Noon

Prayer Guide: Wednesday by 10:00AM

Beckds Contact | nfor m386&-b2d 178 P hkax e 336-924-3561 Website: becksbaptist.org
Email:  becksbaptist@windstream.net Thank you for your help!
September 2017

Sunday. September 17 Nursery Workers (Birth 8 2yrs. ONLY) (9/7)

9:00 - Moming Praise - Auditorium 10:30 Service: Heather Hall, Phyllis Styers

9:15 - Sunday School i R

10:10 - Deacon Prayer Time Childrenés Church (2 & 3 YO)
10:30 - Morning Service 10:30 Service: Shelby Bowman

4:30 - Ray Hamilton Prayer Group 6 UFH

5:15 - AWANA - Gym (Water Games Night)
5:30 - Evening Service
5:30 - SND - Gym

*BUDGET REQUESTS DUE TODAY**

Monday, September 18
7:00 - Childcare Committee

Wednesday, September 20

9:30 - Quilting

5:00 - Nominating Committee Meeting - Conf. Rm.
6:15 -ALL Childrenés Activitie
6:30 - Prayer Service

6:30 - Journey

7:30 - Choir Practice

Thursday, September 21
6:30 - Praise Team Practice
845 -Mends Fall

Bal I Beckos

Friday, September 22
AUTUMN BEGINS!

OG>

AP EsLY

Childrendés ChaVYOL(®irX 4
10:30 Service: Dee Hutcherson, Nancy Mesic

Deacons of the Week September 17

Darrell Williams  David Linville Matt Hauser

Jerry L. Smith Sam Ogburn

Beckds Baptist Chur c®lORepof
Sunday School: 170
10:30 Service: 191
Evening Service: 51

W\feekl Budged d s $ 11,534.25
Gifts $ 7,516.93
Year-to-Date Budget as of 8/31/17 $ 403,698.75
Year-to-Date Income as of 8/31/17 $  345,329.44
Year-to-Date Expenses as of 8/31/17 $  377,756.20

Pastor
Mi ni ster of
Minister of Children
Director of Music é é .

Praise Team Coordinator

(9/717):

e



